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“Not only are they building something, but something that stands the test of time. Their great-great-
grandchildren will hike this same trail. That deepens the satisfaction that people feel.” — s

Yolunteers blaze new trail

W Path at Sky Ranch in Martinez hills
honors Batt, founding director of Muir
Heritage Land Thust

By Nagg Nogrsn

They swung their pickaxes and shovels into the |

hillside, they their rakes along the dir,

and when it was . they had carved out &
two-mile tradl.

More than 250 volunteers came from -
ouf the Bay Area to create the Tina Batt &t
Sky Ranch, off Franklin Road in the Mar-
tinez hills. The owned by the Muir Her-
itage Land Trust p 8 a loop connecting to

the Bay Area Ridge Trail.
“It's to Tina, but it's all our trail,” said Linus
Eukel, executive director for the Muir Heritage

Land Trust.

Eukel is the successor to Baft, who stepped
mmmumm-:mnﬁg
executive director and Is being honored with the

trail in her name.
The betwesn the land trist

oooperative propect
and Volunteers for Outdoor Califomda (VOCal)

TOOLS SIT idke 2s volunteers enjoy thier
breakfast before they start on anather trail along
Sky Ranch in Martinez.

— a pewly established program in the state that
promotes environmental restoration and stew-
ardship — is the largest volunteer project un-
deriaken by the land trust, Eukel said, proved
to bo successful largely because of the outpour-
ing of wolunteers.

“Mot only are they building something, but
something that stands the test of time,” he said.

"Their great-great-grandchildren will hike this
aam‘ea:n]l. That decpens the satisfaction that peo-
ple fead”

Kevin Sullivan, a group leader for one of the
teams of six to L volunjeers, sald people came
because they wanted to be there and that attimude
was reflected in their work.

“It's amaring how much positive ensrgy peo-
ple bring out here and how much we get done,”
he sid,

All day Saturday and part of Sunday, Sullivan's
M{:}m p1umdumnrn1 the hill, leveling more than
1 W] i :

s hard work, bul it's fun,” said Amy Stephan

menmm four 0l
&t Shell

Co. signed on for the weﬂtmmmi:mm. O
did many others who set up camp at night June 1,
or came up Saturday morning. They worked all
day — and weren't afraid to pet difty again Sun-

day.
But all their efforts wersn't withou
“"We made it an enticing op csaid
Cathy Mover, axecutive director of

See TRAIL, Page 3 -
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The iraditional camp fiond of
hot dogs and 5'mores were not
an the menu for the trail builders
Instead, fresh Thai cuisine and
homemade desserts met the hun-
gry campers Saturday night, as
did-k-ﬁnf beer, a selection of
wimes, plus live music and en-
tertaimmeni,

Bypassing the preparations
for camping can be appealing to

many campers, Moyer sald,
*To stumble out of your tent
and have hl:l:'; mﬂuh:;I:jn; for
is @ really oo © ar péd-
mwhn kike to camp,” she said.
Fresh breakfasts, lanches and
snacks wers alse provided daily
to the volunteers, who Moyer
said ranged in age from 14 to 70,
“It's mot just a bunch of 25-
year-old strong guys,” she said.

“The work crew here reflects the
CEMmmLnity.”

Although g from dis-
tamces as far off as San Francizen

and Redwood City wentwred
across the Bay to help out, the
majority of voluntesrs were from
Contra Costa County and regions
neighboring Martinez.

Penny Johansen of Walnui
Creek i an avid hiker and
wanted to give back to an area
builder confessed that it's nat
easy work, as she took a break
and gazed out on the rolling hills

“But ook at what you get
fromm it,” she sald. “It's-worth it
This iz the bast gift we have.”



